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Bringing prominent figures to campus each year to discuss how philosophy —  
sometimes abstract, sometimes concrete — is relevant to current events.
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Richard J. Burke Lecture
in Philosophy, Religion and Society

Tell us if you’re joining us
Admission is free, but reservations are requested. 
To reserve your space, call (248) 370-3390 
or email zimmerm2@oakland.edu.

About Oakland University
When it opened in 1959, Oakland University 
provided its quality education to 570 students.  
Today, more than 19,000 students take part in the 
experience that better prepares them for a rapidly 
changing workplace and society, and to be leaders 
for the future. Oakland University’s distinguished 
faculty includes world-class scholars and researchers 
who offer college students and the community  
the opportunity to learn from some of the most 
prominent educators in their fields.
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Richard J. Burke Lecture
       i n  Ph i losophy,  Rel ig ion  a nd  Soc ie t y

Oakland University  |  College of Arts and Sciences

Designed to tackle some of today’s compelling issues — from war to religion to sexual ethics — 

the Richard J. Burke Lecture in Philosophy, Religion and Society sparks serious, thought-provoking 

discussions between scholars, students and the community.

Join us for this stimulating lecture. Admission is free, but reservations are requested. 

To reserve your space, call (248) 370-3390 or email zimmerm2@oakland.edu.

DR. JONATHAN LEAR 
discusses ...

WISDOM WON  
FROM ILLNESS:  

THE PSYCHOANALYTIC  
GRASP OF  

HUMAN BEING
Thursday, April 18, 2013  |  7 p.m.

Banquet Room A, Oakland Center

From its inception, psychoanalysis  

has claimed not merely to be an effective therapy  

for psychological suffering, but to shed light on  

the human condition. But what kind of insight  

does psychoanalysis offer? Dr. Lear will argue that 

psychoanalysis is not simply a means to an end —  

a cure for mental illness — but is itself a significant 

manifestation of human flourishing.

Reception to follow

Jonathan Lear is the  

John U. Nef Distinguished 

Service Professor in the  

Committee on Social Thought 

and in the Department of 

Philosophy at The University  

of Chicago. He trained in 

philosophy at Cambridge University and  

The Rockefeller University, where he received 

his Ph.D. in 1978. He works primarily on  

philosophical conceptions of the human psyche 

from Socrates to the present. He also trained as  

a psychoanalyst at the Western New England 

Institute for Psychoanalysis. His books include: 

Radical Hope: Ethics in the Face of Cultural 

Devastation (2006); Aristotle and Logical 

Theory (1980); Aristotle: The Desire to  

Understand (1988); Love and its Place in 

Nature: A Philosophical Interpretation of 

Freudian Psychoanalysis (1990); Open Minded: 

Working out the Logic of the Soul (1998); 

Happiness, Death and the Remainder of Life 

(2000); Therapeutic Action: An Earnest Plea  

for Irony (2003); and Freud (2005). His most 

recent book is A Case for Irony (Harvard 

University Press, 2011). He is a recipient of the 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Distinguished 

Achievement Award.

About Richard J. Burke (1932-2012)
As the first faculty member hired at Oakland University, Richard Burke watched OU evolve from promising beginnings  
to a present day filled with possibility. To help bring those possibilities to fruition, he established the annual Richard J. Burke 
Lecture in Philosophy, Religion and Society.
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