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HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF HUMANITIES,
HONORIS CAUSA, TO MARGARET ALLESEE
A Recommendation

1. Division and Department: Academic Affairs, Office of the Senior Vice
President for Academic Affairs and Provost.

2. Introduction: In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of
Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of
distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters,
sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the
University. The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University's scholarly,
creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Oakland University wishes to recognize Ms. Margaret Allesee for her transformative
accomplishments as a leading humanitarian. She demonstrates “distinguished
accomplishments and service within the scope of the arts, letters, sciences, professions,
and public service as recognized and supported by the University.”

Margaret Allesee is a well-known philanthropist whose generosity has touched the lives
of many individuals in southeast Michigan and beyond in the areas of education,
healthcare and the arts. She has been recognized as Michigan Humanitarian of the
Year and has received numerous awards including the Project Hope Lifetime
Achievement Award, the American Lung Association Women's Committee Volunteer
Award, and the United Way Heart of Gold Award. She has served on numerous boards
in Southeast Michigan including the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan,
Michigan Opera Theatre, Hospice of Michigan Foundations, Wayne State University
Foundation, and the Cranbrook Academy of Art and Art Museum.

Since 1969, Ms. Allesee has supported Oakland University and its programs. She is a
current member of the Board of Visitors for the School of Nursing and the Eisenhower
Dance Ensemble in the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance, was a former director
of the OU Foundation, and a former Board member for the Meadow Brook Theatre.

She has volunteered for many Oakland University committees and events in her years
of service to Oakland University.

Ms. Allesee has endowed a chair in geriatrics and rehabilitation in Oakland University's
nursing program, has supported the OU summer dance program, the OU Dance
Theatre and OU Repertory Dance Student Concerts. Her record of giving to education
at Oakland University and beyond is well documented and significant and marks her as
a distinguished individual of outstanding achievement.
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3. Previous Board Action: The Board of Trustees periodically awards honorary
degrees at its Formal Sessions.

4, Budget Implications: None.

5. Educational Implications: The awarding of honorary degrees is an established
tradition in academe, by which the University reaffirms its scholarly, creative, and
humanitarian values and its ties to the wider community.

6. Personnel Implications: None.

7. University Reviews/Approvals: The Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Provost has recommended approval of the recipient to receive an Honorary
Degree.

8. Recommendation:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees awards the honorary degree of Doctor of
Humanities, Honoris Causa, to Margaret Allesee.

9, Attachments: None.
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